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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 2. 6 ; 7, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Igarashi et al. (US Patent 6,067 : 571) in view of Brooks et al. (US Patent 7,1 14,174). 

3. With regard to claim 1 Igarashi et al. disclose a web camera (video camera 1003, FIGS. 1 
and 15) for sending a moving image of a subject to a plurality of terminals (external devices 
8040 and 8050, FIG. 15) through the Internet (column 3 lines 34-43 and column 17 line 15-45), 
said web camera comprising: 

a photographing device (video camera 1003, FIGS. 1 and 15) for photographing said 
subject to output moving image data; 

a gif generating circuit for processing said moving image data to generate a gif file 
(column 1 1 lines 26-33); 

a terminal distinction circuit for distinguishing a terminal type (column 1 6 line 50 - 
column 17 line 61) [it is disclosed the system creates a moving image for the display 8050 and a 
still image for the display 8040, thus there must be some means of determining if the display 
requesting an image is of the type 8040 or of the type 8050]; and 
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a controller for sending said moving image data to said terminal when said terminal is the 
type that can reproduce said moving image data, and for sending said gif to said terminal when 
said terminal is the type that cannot reproduce said moving image data (column 1 1 lines 22-33 
and column 16 line 50 - column 17 line 61). 

Igarashi et al. fail to disclose that the gif image may be of an animation type. 

Brooks et al. disclose that gif format images may be of an animation type (column 9 lines 

55-67). 

Igarashi et al. and Brooks et al. are from similar fields of endeavor because they are both 
transmitting moving image data over a network (Brooks et al. FIG. 1 and Igarashi et al. FIG.l). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the web camera of Igarashi et al. to include the animated gif of Brooks et al. in order to 
display multiple frames of the data on the display of Igarashi et al. that is already disclosed as 
being compatible with the gif image format. 

4. With regard to claim 2 Brooks et al. disclose wherein said animation generating circuit 
extracts picture frames contained in said moving image data at predetermined intervals to 

4 

generate said animation file (column 9 lines 55-67) [the disclosed number of frames per second]. 

5. With regard to claim 6 Igarashi et al. disclose a web camera as recited in claim 1 , wherein 
said photographing device is a digital camera (column 5 lines 23-34) [while the camera is not 
called a 'digital camera' directly, the description of operation is consistent with the operation of a 
digital camera and not a film camera]. 

6. Claim 7 is rejected under the same analysis as claim 1 . 

7. Claim 8 is rejected under the same analysis as claim 2. 
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8. Claims 3 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Igarashi et 
al. (US Patent 6,067,571) in view of Brooks et al. (US Patent 7,1 14,174) as applied to claims 1 
and 7 above, and further in view of Sato (US Patent 6,335,760). 

9. With regard to claim 3 Igarashi et al. and Brooks et al. disclose a web camera as recited 
in claim 1, but fail to disclose wherein said terminal distinction circuit detects the resolution of a 
monitor of said terminal, and said animation generating circuit scales down an image of each 
picture frame contained in said moving image data in accordance with said resolution of said 
monitor. 

Sato discloses wherein said terminal distinction circuit detects the resolution of a monitor 
of said terminal, and said animation generating circuit scales down an image of each picture 
frame contained in said moving image data in accordance with said resolution of said monitor 
(FIG. 14A, column 7 line 8 - column 8 line 54). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the web camera of Igarashi et al. and Brooks et al. to include the pixel thinning 
disclosed by Sato in order to make the displayed image conform to the display on which it is 
being displayed (Sato, column 7 lines 19-32). 

10. Claim 9 is rejected under the same analysis as claim 3. 

1 1 . Claims 4 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Igarashi 
et al. (US Patent 6,067,571) in view of Brooks et al. (US Patent 7,1 14,174) as applied to claims 1 
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and 7 above, and further in view of Sato (US Patent 6,335,760) and Ball et al. (US 2002/0126135 
Al). 

12. With regard to claim 4 Igarashi et al. and Brooks et al. disclose a web camera as recited 
in claim 1. but fail to disclose wherein when said terminal distinction circuit cannot distinguish 
said terminal type, said animation generating circuit generates said animation file by extracting 
picture frames contained in said moving image data at predetermined intervals, scaling down an 
image of each of said picture frames to a minimum size, and subtracting the number of color of 
said image to a minimum. 

Sato discloses when said terminal distinction circuit cannot distinguish said terminal type, 
said animation generating circuit generates said animation file by extracting picture frames 
contained in said moving image data at predetermined intervals, scaling down an image of each 
of said picture frames to a minimum size (FIG. 14A, column 7 line 8 - column 8 line 54) [if the 
display is not of types A, B, or C then the image is reproduced with a thinning number of 7, the 
largest possible thinning available]. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the web camera of Igarashi et al. and Brooks et al. to include the pixel thinning 
disclosed by Sato in order to make the displayed image conform to the display on which it is 
being displayed (Sato, column 7 lines 19-32). 

Ball et al. disclose subtracting the number of color of said image to a minimum 
(paragraph [0272]) [reduction of the color palette of a gif is disclosed ). 
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It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the web camera of lgarashi et al. and Brooks et al. to include the color palette 
reduction taught by Ball et al. in order to reduce the size of the image data (paragraph [0272]). 

13. Claim 10 is rejected under the same analysis as claim 4. 

14. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over lgarashi et al. (US 
Patent 6,067,571) in view of Brooks et al. (US Patent 7,1 14,174) as applied to claim 1 above, 
and further in view of Ball et al. (US 2002/0126135 Al). 

15. With regard to claim 5 lgarashi et al. and Brooks et al. disclose a web camera as recited 
in claim 1. but fail to disclose wherein a format of said animation file is animation GIF, and said 
animation generating circuit reduces the color number of each picture frame contained in said 
moving image data. 

Ball et al. disclose subtracting the number of color of said image to a minimum 
(paragraph [0272]) [reduction of the color palette of a gif is disclosed]. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the web camera of lgarashi et al. and Brooks et al. to include the color palette 
reduction taught by Ball et al. in order to reduce the size of the image data (paragraph [ 0272]). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adam L. Henderson whose telephone number is 571-272-8619. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7am to 3:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ngoc-Yen Vu can be reached on 571-272-7320. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

ALH 

1 April 2007 



NGOlgf-YEN VU 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




